
The Bike, Car and Plane Investment Strategy 

 
 

LLife is like a journey, and as every day passes some of the time for the 
journey is consumed.  Your financial plan is the map that is required 
for the journey.  Many people consume too much of their time in the 
journey repeating the same trip over and over again, and really not 
accomplishing what they need to.  An ineffective financial plan still 
consumes the time, but accomplishes very little. 
 
KKnowing that the journey will consume the available time, regardless 
of whether a financial plan is in place or not, we believe that an 
effective financial plan will take you on a much further journey. It 
will help you avoid the pitfalls of repetition without progress.  The 
financial plan, or map, will result in moving you in the right 
direction, as opposed to around in circles.  Although the same amount 
of time is consumed, significantly more favorable accomplishments 
can be achieved. 
 
AAt the core of every Financial Plan are the investments. 
 

PPortfolio construction and investing can be likened to travelling in 
different vehicles.  If we have no specific place to go, but want the 
convenience of a vehicle for travel on very short trips, we can have a 
bicycle that typically does not go very far, or very fast.  This 
compares to GIC’s, Term Deposits, Canada Savings Bonds, and Interest 
Bearing accounts where the principal and income are fixed and 
predetermined.  The risks associated with this sort of travel seem 
minimal, however there is a significant risk in that there may be a 
need to travel outside of the limitations imposed by this mode of 
transportation, and they can never be accomplished.  In other words, 
there is a great risk that you will not have enough money. 
 

FFew people are able to go through life with only a bicycle as a means 
of transportation. Other options are available that will move us faster 
and further, and the most popular is the car. We know this exposes us 
to more risk, because we are travelling faster, we are travelling into 
areas that we may not have traveled before, and occasionally we find 
the driving conditions are not the best.  We are able to control the risk 
by maintaining our car, driving within the speed limits, using caution 
where needed, and having a good map.  



 

  
  
MMost of us, most likely, have been involved in minor accidents, and 
had flat tires, but we repair them and get on with our journey and we 
are able to travel well beyond the capabilities of the bicycle.   
 
TThis is similar to fixed income vehicles, like Mortgages, Bonds, and 
Preferred Shares where values will fluctuate as we take on more risk.   
 
FFor us to enjoy great vacations and long journeys to areas where we 
would otherwise not be able to travel, we fly.  Some people are afraid 
of flying and never make the trip to Hawaii, San Francisco, 
Vancouver, or destinations that are available to people who do fly.   
 
TThe risks of flying are minimal when you fly with reputable airlines 
who maintain their equipment, and abide by all of the FAA 
standards.  We enjoy the journeys, but not without the occasional 
delay, due to fog, equipment problems, mechanical repairs, and so on.  
In some cases the delays seem intolerably long, making us hours, or 
even days late for our destination, but once we arrive we forget very 
soon about the delays or the turbulence that we experienced.   
 
TThe plane is similar to owning Equity investments.  Out of all the 
equities that are available, we concentrate on excellent businesses 
that are well maintained, and abide by all of the ethical and business 
standards that we have established, then we too can achieve success 
that can only be experienced through equity ownership. We must be 
patient and confident and prepared for setbacks, in order to handle 
the anxious moments that develop.   
 

WWhen we invest, the longest, furthest, most successful trip will come 
from flying. Less successful trips can be enjoyed using a combination 
of vehicles.   
 
TThe most efficient travel is air travel.  Other methods of travel are 
impeded by the forces required to move them ahead (taxes).  
Establishing a financial plan is like obtaining a map to your 
destination, and having someone whom you can rely on to help you 
choose the most effective route and methods of travel.  
 



  
BBe careful that you do not receive the map to Chicago when you 
really wanted to go to Los Angeles. 
 
YYour financial plan should tell you how much money you will need 
and what you will need to do to get it. 
 
 
HHave a safe and successful journey. 
 
 
 
Timothy J. Keeler, B.A., CFP    
Senior Investment Advisor    

 

 

 

 

 


